
LYDIATE PARISH

This guide is to highlight the local 
features of the Parish and encourage
Lydiate residents and visitors to make
the most of them.

Lydiate is located in the Metropolitan
Borough of Sefton,on north Merseyside.
It is 9.8 miles(15.8km) from Liverpool
and 10.5 miles (16.9km) from Southport.

The Parish is largely rural,it has a village
centre and boasts a wide and varied
number of amenities.These include local
shops,public houses and a number of
farms with shops and cafes selling local
produce for people to enjoy.

Lydiate has great access to other outdoor
activities such as rambling.There is a
large network of public footpaths
throughout the Parish and with the close
proximity of the Leeds Liverpool Canal
access to the countryside is readily avail-
able to local residents and visitors alike.

The map overleaf details the parish and
highlights its public footpaths and two 

4 mile circular walks.Descriptions of the
walks are included to help with and
enhance the walk.Additional walks
within the Borough can be found in the
Walking and Cycling Guide produced by
Sefton Council.

Lydiate is well served by road;it lies 5
minutes from the end of the M58 and is
served by numerous bus routes from
Liverpool,Southport and Ormskirk.
Merseytravel buses such as nos 231,300
and 311.Lydiate is no longer served by
train but there is a station in near by
Maghull that provides links to Liverpool,
Ormskirk and Southport.Bus route
no.231 connects Lydiate with Maghull
Station.More details are available from
Traveline on 0871 200 2233.All these
buses stop at the Village Green.

ABOUTTHE PARISH

The name Lydiate is derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon word for swing gate,
‘hlid - geat’and it is mentioned in the
Domesday Book as having a wood a
League long and two Furlongs wide.

The north eastern parts of the Parish were
once a Viking settlement,called Eggergarth.
This was not recorded in the Domesday 
Book,probably because it was not sufficiently 
valuable.

Two major features of industrial northern
England can be found in the area.The 
Leeds-Liverpool Canal meanders through
Lydiate and the dismantled Cheshire Lines
Railway runs in the neighboring parish along
the west boundary of Lydiate.

Lydiate,along with Maghull were part of the
larger parish of Halsall until the mid 1800’s
and were administered as part of the Diocese
of Lichfield.There are several historical 
monuments to be found in Lydiate.The first
place of worship in Lydiate,St Catherine's
Chapel,was built by the Ireland family in the
1400’s.It was dedicated to St.Catherine,the
patron saint of Lawrence Ireland's wife,
Catherine Blundell.The Chapelnow
stands in ruin but some arte-
facts can be found in
Our Lady’s Church.

The Ireland family held the
lordship of Lydiate from 1420
to 1673 and they were also
responsible for a second 
feature of the parish,Lydiate
Hall.This was built in the 16th
Century and was home to the
Anderton and Blundell families
after the Ireland's.By 1940 the
hall was a complete ruin.

The picturesque thatched
Scotch Piper Inn can be found
on Southport Road and is
reputed to be the oldest inn
in Lancashire with origins
dating back to 1320.

Lydiate Hill Bridge ‘M’on map

St Catherine's Chapel ‘J’on map

Scotch Piper Inn ‘K’on map

Canal Cottages ‘12’on map

Mill House ‘10’on map
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For further details about these and other paths and walks in Sefton see the website 
or contact the Rights of Way Officer www.sefton.gov.uk  Tel - 0845 140 0845

Try cycling!
It is a great way to see the scenery in Lydiate and Sefton. 

There are some fantastic routes in the 
borough a map is available and cycles can be hired 

at various places around Sefton.

Cycling Information and Maps - 0845 140 0845
Cycle Hire - 01704 500996 (for Southport)

- 0845 140 0845 (for all other areas)      
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Public Footpaths are signed by green signs w
ith w

hite 
w

alking person or by yellow
 arrow

ed w
aym

arkers.

Public Footpaths are identified by unique references
such as Lyd5, this is footpath no.5 in Lydiate.
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A
.

Start at th
e sid

e en
tran

ce to O
ur Lad

y’s RC
C

h
urch

 
on

 H
all Lan

e an
d

 w
alk alon

g
 th

e Lan
e aw

ay from
 

South
p

ort Road.

B
.

H
alf w

ay up
 th

e lan
e are th

ree b
uild

in
g

 on
 th

e 
rig

h
t,th

e en
d

 on
e is th

e old
 St Josep

h
s Sch

ool.
It w

as b
uilt in

 th
e m

id
 1800’s

C
.

Turn
 left at th

e trian
g

ular islan
d

 on
to Eag

er 
Lan

e,con
tin

ue un
til th

e b
en

d
 in

 th
e road,join

 
Footp

ath
 N

o.5.

D
.

A
s you join the path the area to the right is w

here 
the Vikings settled.It w

as know
n as Eggergarth.

E.
Continue along Footpath N

o.5 through the 
rear garden of C

hurch V
iew

 Farm
 to Southp

ort 
Road.Turn right out of the farm

,cross Southp
ort 

Road and head dow
n C

hurch Lane.
A

t the corner 
of C

hurch Lane is St.Thom
as C

hurch this w
as 

b
uilt in 1840 from

 sandstone quarried in A
ughton.

F.
Church Lane leads to H

ollands Farm
,Footpath N

o.1.
A

t the gate turn right and then left to go behind the 
barns and onto the stone track at the rear.This path 
w

as part of the route used as a link from
 the m

arket 
tow

n of O
rm

skirk to the sea.

G
.

Turn
 left on

 A
cres Lan

e,con
tin

ue alon
g

 th
e 

road
 un

til you reach
 a sm

all track on
 th

e rig
h

t 
h

an
d

 sid
e,In

take Lan
e.Th

is lead
s on

to th
e 

Tran
s Pen

n
in

e Trail.Th
is section

 is on
 th

e old
 

C
h

esh
ire Lin

es Railw
ay th

at op
en

ed
 in

 1884.

H
.

C
on

tin
ue alon

g
 th

e track b
ed

 for 800m
,th

en
 

turn
 left off th

e track an
d

 b
ack on

to A
cres 

Lane.Turn left on the road and join Footpath 
N

o.20.To the left is the rem
ainder of the w

oodland 
that is m

entioned in the D
om

esday Book.

I.
Just b

efore you reach
 South

p
ort Road,on

 th
e 

left th
roug

h
 th

e trees is th
e rem

ain
s of Lyd

iate 
H

all.Th
e out b

uild
in

g
s h

ave b
een

 converted
 

in
to a farm

 sh
op

 an
d

 café.

J.
Turn

 rig
h

t on
 South

p
ort Road,on

 th
e rig

h
t you 

can
 see th

e rem
ain

s of St C
ath

erin
e’s C

h
ap

el.

K
.

N
ext d

oor is the cruck fram
ed

 Scotch Pip
er Inn.

L.
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tin

ue alon
g
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p

ort Road,at Lollies 
b

rid
g

e access th
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al b
an

k b
y th

e step
s 

th
roug

h
 th

e g
ate on

to Footp
ath

 N
o.8.

M
.

Follow
 th

e p
ath

 alon
g

 th
e can

al un
til th

e n
ext 

b
rid

g
e,Lyd

iate H
all Brid

g
e.It w

as kn
ow

n
 as 

Billys Bridge,there are cylinders of 
concrete 

by the bridge that w
ere left over from

 the w
ar,

they w
ere used during the w

ar to block access 
across the bridge in the event of an invasion.
From

 the top of the bridge if you look in over 
your right shoulder tow

ards the fields you can 
see am

ongst the trees the only Pill Box in Lydiate.

N
.

Follow
 Footp

ath
 N

o.6 across th
e h

orse g
allop

s 
to a rise in

 th
e g

roun
d,at th

e top
 of th

e rise 
th

ere used
 to b

e a w
in

d
m

ill.

O
.

A
t th

e en
d

 of th
e p

ath
 turn

 left,th
is lead

s you 
b

ack to th
e start.

TO
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ER
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N
D

 
STEEP

LE W
A

LK
1

.
Starting

 at Lollies Brid
g

e,g
o d

ow
n the 

step
s,

follow
 the footp

ath along
 the canal 

to Sand
y Lane.C

ontinue along
 Sand

y 
Lane to Pyg

ons H
ill Lane.

2.
Part w

ay along the path you can see a fault 
line in the earth’s crust that runs through 
the area.

3.
A

t the top of the hill in the ground to the 
side of the path is a tile w

ith the inscription.
‘From

 this spot six churches can be seen - 
Find them

’.They are clockw
ise from

 Christ 
Church,A

ughton
to your left,St M

ichael’s,
A

ughton,St H
elen’s,Sefton,this is the 

steeple betw
een the pylons behind you ,

O
urLady’s Lydiate,St Thom

as,Lydiate and 
St Cuthbert’s,H

alsall.D
epending on the 

tim
e of the year,you w

ill have to m
ove 

from
 ‘the spot’to find them

 all!

4
.

Turn left into Pygons H
ill Lane and then right

onto the footpath signed to Back Lane.Crossing
the brook,turn right and the path 

from
 the 

gate heads diagonally across the field to the 
tree on the left of St M

ichael’s spire.

5
.

Follow
 the path’s w

aym
arkers to Back Lane,

along the side of the cottage.Turn left onto 
Back Lane and left onto the next footpath.

6
.

Continue along this path,shortly ahead 
on the left are to the ruins of W

alsh H
all ,

a m
edieval m

oated site.Follow
 the 

w
aym

arkers through the grounds and the 
horse paddocks.N

.B.there are several stiles 
along this section.

7
.

A
fter leaving W

alsh H
all straight ahead 

you can see the w
ind farm

 in Liverpool Bay 
as you w

alk dow
n to Rim

m
er’s Bridge over 

the canal.

8
.

You are now
 in the old area of Eggergarth.

O
n the left is a m

anure w
harf.This w

as used
by Liverp

ool Corp
oration w

ho b
rought the 

horse m
anure and street sw

eepings out by 
b

arge to the farm
ers w

ho sp
read it on 

the fields.

9
.

Turn left onto the C
anal Tow

p
ath.

10.
Continue along the tow

path.Just after the 
Sudell Brook crossing,on the right is a house 
w

ith a conservatory,this w
as the old 

‘Eggergarth W
ater M

ill’.

11.
Leave the tow

path at Jackson’s Bridge,N
o 19.

Cross the bridge and follow
 the path dow

n 
the other side of the canal.

12.
Continue passed the cottages,in the 1800’s 
one of these w

as a ‘beer house’called the 
‘Bug ‘n’th Bucket’,along the field edges back 
to Lollies Bridge.The steel w

ork for this 
bridge w

as designed by D
orm

an Long,he 
also designed the Tyne Bridge in N

ew
castle 

and Sydney H
arbour Bridge.
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